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Take My Brother—Please: Sister
of City’s Worst Slumlord Wants
Him Thrown in Jail

What happens when your brother tops the list of the worst landlords in Manhattan?
You grab those lemon buildings and

By Michael Ewing - 03/14/12 5:43pm

What happens when your brother tops the list of
the worst landlords in Manhattan? You grab those
lemon buildings and make lemon-aid, obviously!

City Limits published a letter from Amy Neustein, the upset sister of Josh Neustein, the
owner of 1071 Home Corp who recently ranked first in Bill de Blasio’'s “Worst Landlords in
New York.”

Ms. Neustein notes that this is not the first time his name has been in the press—so much
that she changed the pronunciation to Neustine to distance herself from her brother’s
Neusteen—and she wants to take this opportunity to reform the system and putting an
end to slumlording:

If my brother is going to be publicly identified as a “slumlord,” | want to link the
“Neustein” name with the opposite: the sort of reform that can change slumlording
from the shamefully profitable business it is to the crime it ought to be.

She researched the legal parameters for landlords and tenants and found an underused
section of New York City’s Administrative Code, section 27-2118, which she wishes the
city would embrace to take her brother if not to court, at least to task:

Few New Yorkers are aware that section 27-2118 of New York City's Administrative
Code makes it a crime - yes, a crime - for a landlord to “willfully or recklessly”
tolerate hazardous conditions in his or her buildings, or to maliciously refuse to
comply with corrective orders from housing officials.

[Landlords] could be hauled before a criminal court and, if convicted, sentenced to
as much as a year injail, a $1,000 fine per violation, or both.

But, upon further digging, she found two underlying reasons for the administrative code’s
ineffectiveness:

The first is simply that it hasn't been done before.

The second is that landlords are likely to plead ignorance of the hazardous
conditions when threatened with prosecution.
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