By TIM McDARRAH
STATE authorities are investi-
gating charges that the Brooklyn
adoption agency where Mitchell
Stelnberg was placed demands
kickbacks from prospective par-
ents in exchange for bables.

The state Dept. of Social Ser-
vices is reviewing tape record-
ings and other documents about
Qhel, a Boro Park agency cater-

' ing to Orthodox Jews.
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One recording has an Ohel so0-
clal worker telllng a woman
ghe must pay the a “"hasic
board money"” she rccclvrd
from the state while she was a
foster parent.

The Ohel worker is heard on
the tape saying the money was
to prove the family “really
wanted"” the adoption.

The woman, wEo lives in Mon-
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by the “quality control” unit of
thc agency.

“Every complaint we get is
treated very seriously,” sald a
DSS worker investigating the
charges.

In another case under close
scrutiny, a soclal worker al-
legedly: threatened a Brooklyn
woman who Is trying to regain
custody of her children.
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brought them to Ohel to be put
up for adoption.
Mrs. Hazan is allowed to visit

her two boys, aged 7 and 11,

once a month at their New Jer-
sey foster home.

She claims an Ohel social
worker threatened to have her
arrested If she tried to take the
boys from the foster home,
even !hough he conceded the

Adopt agency under kickback probe
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“What I want to know is how




