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Editorials

NYC Candle Lighting Time
June 21, 2024 – 15 Sivan 5782

8:12 p.m. NYC E.D.T.
Sabbath Ends: 9:21 p.m. NYC E.D.T.
Sabbath Ends: Rabbenu Tam 9:43 p.m. NYC E.D.T.
Weekly Reading: Beha’alosecha
Weekly Haftara: Roni Ve’Simchi (Zachariah 2:14-4:7) 
Daf Yomi: Bava Metzia 114
Mishna Yomit: Gitin 4:6-7
Halacha Yomit: Halacha Yomit: Shulchan Aruch, Orach 
Chayyim 647:1:- 648:1 
Rambam Yomi: Hilchos Sotah chap. 4 – Isurei Bi’ah chap. 2
Earliest time for Tallis and Tefillin: 4:22 a.m. NYC E.D.T.
Sunrise: 5:25 a.m. NYC E.D.T.
Latest Kerias Shema: 9:11 a.m. NYC E.D.T.
Earliest Mincha: 1:35 p.m. NYC E.D.T.
Plag Hamincha: 6:55 p.m. NYC E.D.T.
Sunset: 8:30 p.m. NYC E.D.T.
Pirkei Avos: 2
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Whither Honesty 
And Ethics?

Reader Avner Bloch (Letters, 
Oct. 25) rightly condemns the wide-
spread apathy among frum Jews to 
the seemingly never-ending series 
of scandals that has engulfed our 
community in recent years.

More problematic than the ap-
athy, of course, is the proliferation 
of frum Jews who have no com-
punction about cheating, stealing, 
lying, and what have you, usually 
to make money in an illicit fashion 
but also to cover up the misdeeds 
of friends and neighbors. 

While many Modern Orthodox 
Jews used to characterize such be-
havior as a phenomenon found al-
most exclusively in the haredi sec-
tor, such a characterization is no 
longer true (if it ever was). The 

We urge every eligible voter to go to the polls on 
November 5. Elected of cials tend to pay attention 
to those who take the time to vote. 

Mayor
The Jewish Press endorses Bill de Blasio for 

mayor of New York City. Since his decisive victo-
ry in the Democratic primary in September, Mr. de 
Blasio has eased many of the concerns that induced 
us to back Bill Thompson in that contest. 

We have long admired Mr. de Blasio for his quick 
mind, signature open-mindedness and profound 
sensitivity to the plight of New Yorkers of all back-
grounds and stations in life. We were particularly 
taken with his understanding of our community’s 
religious needs and the need for their reasonable 
accommodation. 

Indeed, The Jewish Press enthusiastically sup-
ported him in his past races for City Council and pub-
lic advocate. But all the talk of New York as a “tale 
of two cities” and of “taxing the rich” to pay for ever-
increasing spending made us wary. It also obscured 
some of the important, practical things he was say-
ing about the city having to pay its bills and prudent-
ly prepare to face a looming  scal crisis.

On such core social issues as abortion, same-sex 
marriage and “stop and frisk,” Mr. de Blasio’s posi-
tions hardly differ from those of his Republican op-
ponent, Joe Lhota – as Mr. Lhota himself acknowl-
edged in his campaign commercials. Of course, they 
are two very different people with differing ideologi-
cal approaches. Yet the practical problems that come 
with running a city like New York do not allow for 
many radically different options. And so, to take one 
issue as an example, it seems inconceivable that a 
Mayor de Blasio would be indifferent to any increas-
es in crime, as some have claimed. 

Joe Lhota has served the public well as MTA 
chairman and before that as Rudy Giuliani’s bud-
get director and deputy mayor. But he never re-
ally connected with the voters and made his case. 
Mr. de Blasio, on the other hand, has connected – 
big time – as evidenced by the lopsided polls in his 
favor. He is likely headed for a historic victory on 
November 5 and will have an unusual mandate to 
lead the city. 

Bill de Blasio has the intelligence, compassion 
and innate good sense to be a great mayor and take 
our city to new heights. The Jewish Press calls on 
its readers to vote for him on November 5.

Comptroller
The Jewish Press endorses Scott M. String-

er for comptroller. He is admirably suited for the 
of ce by dint of experience and demeanor. One of 
the major responsibilities of the comptroller is the 
overall management of the  ve municipal-worker 
union pension funds with combined assets of ap-
proximately $141 billion. As Manhattan borough 
president Mr. Stringer has served as a trustee for 

the largest of those funds and gained important ex-
perience and insight. 

Given the need to regularly interact with the 
boards of each of the pension funds, being able to 
work collegially with them is key. Mr. Stringer’s 
background makes him ideally suited for the task. 
As a six-term state assemblyman and eight-year 
Manhattan borough president, he earned a repu-
tation for fostering cooperation with his colleagues 
in government and for effective and savvy man-
agement. 

Another major responsibility of the comptroller 
is the auditing, vetting and investigating of virtual-
ly anything involving government spending. Here 
again, a cooperative spirit among the comptroller, 
the mayor, and other public of cials is essential, 
with clear understanding as to where the jurisdic-
tional red lines lie. 

Mr. Stringer’s credentials readily recommend 
themselves. 

Brooklyn District Attorney
The Jewish Press urges the reelection of Charles 

J. Hynes as Brooklyn district attorney. Mr. Hynes 
is a 24-year veteran as Brooklyn DA and has more 
than earned being returned to of ce. Over the 
years he has transformed the reputation of the of-
 ce to where it is now the  rst choice of many of 
the most talented young lawyers seeking work in 
law enforcement. He also built a staff of more than 
500 lawyers, which rivals the size of many of the 
country’s largest law  rms. Overseeing its work is 
a mammoth responsibility and management expe-
rience is crucial. 

Most important, during his period in of ce he has 
initiated alternative approaches to crime prevention, 
such as rehabilitation programs without incarcera-
tion, that have achieved remarkable results in com-
bating recidivism. 

He has also attempted to work closely with Brook-
lyn’s diverse groups, including the Orthodox, in a co-
operative effort to bring down crime rates. This has 
involved taking into account the differing social dy-
namics of the various communities in an effort to 
maximize effectiveness of investigation and prose-
cution. The approach refl ects a hard-nosed assess-
ment about what it takes to enforce the law in man-
ifestly different circumstances across the borough. 

Mr. Hynes’s opponent, Ken Thompson, brings 
much to the table: he has many good ideas and has 
had important crime  ghting experience as an assis-
tant U.S. attorney in Brooklyn, but he is relatively 
young and his time will come. For now, Mr. Hynes 
deserves reelection both in terms of hakoras hatov 
for what he has done for Brooklyn and the Jewish 
community, and for the experience and accumulated 
wisdom he will bring to the next four years as Brook-
lyn’s chief prosecutor. 

Editorial

NYC CANDLE LIGHTING TIME
November 1, 2013 – 28 Cheshvan 5774

5:32 p.m. NYC E.D.T.
Sabbath Ends: 6:33 p.m. NYC E.D.T.
Sabbath Ends: Rabbenu Tam 7:03 p.m. NYC E.D.T.
Weekly Reading: Toldos
Weekly Haftara: Machar Chodesh (I Samuel 20:18-42)
Daf Yomi: Shekalim 14
Mishna Yomit: Avodah Zarah 2:3-4 alacha Yomit: 
Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayyim 308:52 – 309:2
Rambam Yomi: Hilchos Mechirah  chap. 22-24
Earliest time for tallis and te llin: 6:35 a.m. NYC E.D.T.
Sunrise: 7:26 a.m. NYC E.D.T.
Latest Kerias Shema: 10:02 a.m. NYC E.D.T.
Sunset: 5:52 p.m. NYC E.D.T.
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Letters To The Editor

Candle Lighting Times In North America 
    November 01 and November 08, 2013
Atlanta 6:26, 5:20
Baltimore 5:46,  4:39
Boston 5:19,  4:10
Buffalo 5:49, 4:41
Chicago 5:24,  4:16
Cincinnati 6:18, 5:11
Cleveland 6:03,  4:55
Dallas 6:17,  5:12
Denver 5:39,  4:32
Detroit 6:07,  4:58

Hartford 5:26, 4:18
Houston 6:16,  5:11
Kansas City 5:59,  4:51
Los Angeles 5:41,  4:35
Memphis 5:47,  4:41
Miami Beach 6:20,  5:16
Milwaukee 5:25,  4:16
Montréal 5:23,  4:13
Newark 5:34,  4:26
Philadelphia 5:40, 4:32

Phoenix 5:18,  5:12
Pittsburgh 5:58,  4:50
San Diego 5:39,  4:33
San Francisco 5:52,  4:45
Seattle 5:33, 4:23
St. Louis 5:42,  4:35
St. Paul 5:42,  4:33
Toronto 5:50, 4:41
Washington 5:49, 4:42
Winnipeg 5:47, 4:36

  All times courtesy of myzmanim.com / 516-796-2646
FIND YOUR LOCAL ZMANIM AT 

WWW.MYZMANIM.COM
-- THE WORLDWIDE ZMANIM DATABASE

www.berkbank.com
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Paul (Moshe) Reichmann, A”H
The Jewish Press joins Klal Yisrael in mourn-

ing the passing of Paul (Moshe) Reichmann, who 
emerged in the 1980s as the era’s foremost patron of 
yeshivas and Orthodox organizations in Israel, Can-
ada and the United States.

Mr. Reichmann headed the multi-billion dollar 
Olympia & York real estate enterprise which, until 

suffering economic setbacks in the early 1990s, was 
one of the major commercial landlords in New York 
City. He was equally renowned for his commitment 
to the Jewish people, personal integrity, self-effac-
ing demeanor, modest lifestyle and unswerving fe-
alty to Jewish religious law. 

May his memory be a blessing. 

Jewish Press Endorsements
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E-mail your thoughts to letters@jewishpress.com. 
Letters chosen for publication may, at the editor’s discretion, be shortened and/or edited.

Achdut Is The 
Best Antidote 

I am a big fan of all of Dr. 
Amy Neustein’s thoughtful 
essays, but the one published 
recently in The Jewish Press 
(“Sociological Pitfalls: We Must 
Stop Being Defensive about 
Our Right to a Homeland,” 
June 7) was extraordinarily in-
sightful and important. What 
we need is an antidote to the 
negative “looking-glass self,” 
which has affected so many 
members of our community in 
the last several months. We 
should not and cannot be de-
fensive – we need to be strong 
and proud, unwavering in our 
belief that we are fighting a 
just war against a monstrous 
enemy whose charter calls for 
the destruction of Israel. 

Moreover, we cannot simply 
wring our hands over the fierce 
and very public disagreements 
in Israel’s war cabinet or 
among its civilian population 
after what seemed an amazing 
outpouring of achdut following 
October 7, or about the wide-
spread antisemitism we are 
facing either. In fact, our dis-
unity poses a threat not only 
to the outcome of the war, but 
also to our mindset. What can 
we do to offset this?

We can take seriously our 
obligation to love our fellow 
Jew. It is not always easy to do 
so, especially when our fellow 
Jew doesn’t look like us, daven 
like us, or share our thoughts 
and values. Still, it is imper-
ative that we do so, especial-
ly during these challenging 
times. Every act of kindness 
to our fellow Jew will hasten 
the arrival of the geulah and 
the rebuilding of the Bais Ha-
Mikdash, ushering in a period 
of peace and a time when our 
people will claim their rightful 

place of honor among the na-
tions. 

Amy Neustein’s op-ed was 
a good start. It encourages us 
to bolster our self-esteem and 
strengthen our group solidar-
ity, which can best be done 
through a genuine and uncon-
ditional ahavas Yisrael.

Joan Zlotnick, Ph.D.
Fort Lee, N.J.

The Apology Trap
Thank you, Dr. Amy 

Neustein, for your incredi-
ble op-ed, “Sociological Pit-
falls.” Your op-eds are always 
an eye-opener to some of the 
worst destructive behaviors in 
society, both self-destructive 
and destructive of others in the 
new realities of the world.

Defensive behavior doesn’t 
work on any level, whether on 
an interpersonal level or on a 
sociological level when we act 
as a group. When you’re apol-
ogetic, you’re automatically 
diluting the truth in order to 
gain the acceptance of your 
adversaries. You start denying 
reality in order to make the 
apology acceptable. Before you 
know it, you’re in total denial 
and doomed for failure.

This is the same as telling 
the abused spouse to explain 
herself or himself to the terri-
bly abusive personality. It just 
doesn’t work. On the contrary, 
it’s seen by the abuser as a 
sign of weakness, thus encour-
aging new abuse with greater 
intensity.

We don’t have to be apol-
ogetic about our biblical, 
G-d-given ownership of the 
land of Israel in its entirety!

Rabbi Menachem Shuchat
Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Bonds Of Baseball Past
“Baseball Insider” by Irwin 

Cohen (“Jewish Players,” June 
14) reminded me that just as 
Jackie Robinson and Larry 
Doby both fought racism in the 
1950s, Detroit Tigers’ Hank 
Greenberg had to do the same 
with antisemitism in his time. 
Doby, Robinson, and Green-
berg document the long-last-
ing relationship between Af-
rican-Americans and Jewish 
sports fans standing together 
for decades in support of each 
other.

It was a time many decades 
ago when most baseball fans 
could afford a bleacher, gen-
eral admission, reserve, or box 
seat. Beer and other refresh-
ments, as well as souvenirs, 
were reasonably priced.

Larry Penner
Great Neck, NY

Biden’s Ominous Omis-
sion

Re: “Biden’s Israelophobic 
Actions Show Sinister Intent, 
Not Election Concerns” by 
Morton A. Klein (June 10): It 
was very striking to me watch-
ing President Biden’s speech at 
the commemoration of the 80th 
anniversary of D-Day and no-
ticing a glaring omission in his 
words to the world. He spoke 
of the evil and tyranny of the 
Nazis that was confronted 
back in 1944, and he cited the 
Ukrainian conflict with Russia 
today as well as a battle for de-
mocracy. Significantly missing 
from his oratory was any ref-
erence to Israel’s fight against 
the evils of Hamas. Surely this 
is a fight of good versus evil 
just like the conflicts against 
the Nazis and Russia.

This was no accident, as he 
and his administration contin-
ue to exhibit the bent knee to 

Jewish Press June 25 
Primary Election Endorsements

Primary Election Day in New York is Tuesday 
June 25. Early voting began on June 15 and will 
extend until June 23. In these divisive and highly 
partisan times, with hateful anti-Israel and an-

tisemitic rhetoric on the rise in the halls of gov-
ernment and misbegotten values on the ascendan-
cy, it is more important than ever that members 

Continued on p.103


