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Editorials

NYC Candle Lighting Time
January 2, 2026 – 13 Teves 5786

4:22 p.m. NYC E.D.T.
Sabbath Ends: 5:27 p.m. NYC E.S.T.
Sabbath Ends: Rabbenu Tam 5:54 p.m. NYC E.S.T.
Weekly Reading: Va’yechi
Weekly Haftara: Va’yikrevu Yemei Dovid (I Kings 2:1-12)
Daf Yomi: Zevachim 110
Mishna Yomit: Bechoros 9:7-8
Halacha Yomit: Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayyim 128:40-
42
Rambam Yomi: Hilchos To’en v’Nitan chap.13-15
Earliest time for Tallis and Tefillin: 6:24 a.m. NYC E.S.T.
Sunrise: 7:19 a.m. NYC E.S.T.
Latest Kerias Shema: 9:39 a.m. NYC E.S.T.
Earliest Mincha: 12:29 p.m. NYC E.S.T.
Plag Hamincha: 3:41 p.m. NYC E.S.T.
Sunset: 4:40 p.m. NYC E.S.T.
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Whither Honesty 
And Ethics?

Reader Avner Bloch (Letters, 
Oct. 25) rightly condemns the wide-
spread apathy among frum Jews to 
the seemingly never-ending series 
of scandals that has engulfed our 
community in recent years.

More problematic than the ap-
athy, of course, is the proliferation 
of frum Jews who have no com-
punction about cheating, stealing, 
lying, and what have you, usually 
to make money in an illicit fashion 
but also to cover up the misdeeds 
of friends and neighbors. 

While many Modern Orthodox 
Jews used to characterize such be-
havior as a phenomenon found al-
most exclusively in the haredi sec-
tor, such a characterization is no 
longer true (if it ever was). The 

We urge every eligible voter to go to the polls on 
November 5. Elected of cials tend to pay attention 
to those who take the time to vote. 

Mayor
The Jewish Press endorses Bill de Blasio for 

mayor of New York City. Since his decisive victo-
ry in the Democratic primary in September, Mr. de 
Blasio has eased many of the concerns that induced 
us to back Bill Thompson in that contest. 

We have long admired Mr. de Blasio for his quick 
mind, signature open-mindedness and profound 
sensitivity to the plight of New Yorkers of all back-
grounds and stations in life. We were particularly 
taken with his understanding of our community’s 
religious needs and the need for their reasonable 
accommodation. 

Indeed, The Jewish Press enthusiastically sup-
ported him in his past races for City Council and pub-
lic advocate. But all the talk of New York as a “tale 
of two cities” and of “taxing the rich” to pay for ever-
increasing spending made us wary. It also obscured 
some of the important, practical things he was say-
ing about the city having to pay its bills and prudent-
ly prepare to face a looming  scal crisis.

On such core social issues as abortion, same-sex 
marriage and “stop and frisk,” Mr. de Blasio’s posi-
tions hardly differ from those of his Republican op-
ponent, Joe Lhota – as Mr. Lhota himself acknowl-
edged in his campaign commercials. Of course, they 
are two very different people with differing ideologi-
cal approaches. Yet the practical problems that come 
with running a city like New York do not allow for 
many radically different options. And so, to take one 
issue as an example, it seems inconceivable that a 
Mayor de Blasio would be indifferent to any increas-
es in crime, as some have claimed. 

Joe Lhota has served the public well as MTA 
chairman and before that as Rudy Giuliani’s bud-
get director and deputy mayor. But he never re-
ally connected with the voters and made his case. 
Mr. de Blasio, on the other hand, has connected – 
big time – as evidenced by the lopsided polls in his 
favor. He is likely headed for a historic victory on 
November 5 and will have an unusual mandate to 
lead the city. 

Bill de Blasio has the intelligence, compassion 
and innate good sense to be a great mayor and take 
our city to new heights. The Jewish Press calls on 
its readers to vote for him on November 5.

Comptroller
The Jewish Press endorses Scott M. String-

er for comptroller. He is admirably suited for the 
of ce by dint of experience and demeanor. One of 
the major responsibilities of the comptroller is the 
overall management of the  ve municipal-worker 
union pension funds with combined assets of ap-
proximately $141 billion. As Manhattan borough 
president Mr. Stringer has served as a trustee for 

the largest of those funds and gained important ex-
perience and insight. 

Given the need to regularly interact with the 
boards of each of the pension funds, being able to 
work collegially with them is key. Mr. Stringer’s 
background makes him ideally suited for the task. 
As a six-term state assemblyman and eight-year 
Manhattan borough president, he earned a repu-
tation for fostering cooperation with his colleagues 
in government and for effective and savvy man-
agement. 

Another major responsibility of the comptroller 
is the auditing, vetting and investigating of virtual-
ly anything involving government spending. Here 
again, a cooperative spirit among the comptroller, 
the mayor, and other public of cials is essential, 
with clear understanding as to where the jurisdic-
tional red lines lie. 

Mr. Stringer’s credentials readily recommend 
themselves. 

Brooklyn District Attorney
The Jewish Press urges the reelection of Charles 

J. Hynes as Brooklyn district attorney. Mr. Hynes 
is a 24-year veteran as Brooklyn DA and has more 
than earned being returned to of ce. Over the 
years he has transformed the reputation of the of-
 ce to where it is now the  rst choice of many of 
the most talented young lawyers seeking work in 
law enforcement. He also built a staff of more than 
500 lawyers, which rivals the size of many of the 
country’s largest law  rms. Overseeing its work is 
a mammoth responsibility and management expe-
rience is crucial. 

Most important, during his period in of ce he has 
initiated alternative approaches to crime prevention, 
such as rehabilitation programs without incarcera-
tion, that have achieved remarkable results in com-
bating recidivism. 

He has also attempted to work closely with Brook-
lyn’s diverse groups, including the Orthodox, in a co-
operative effort to bring down crime rates. This has 
involved taking into account the differing social dy-
namics of the various communities in an effort to 
maximize effectiveness of investigation and prose-
cution. The approach refl ects a hard-nosed assess-
ment about what it takes to enforce the law in man-
ifestly different circumstances across the borough. 

Mr. Hynes’s opponent, Ken Thompson, brings 
much to the table: he has many good ideas and has 
had important crime  ghting experience as an assis-
tant U.S. attorney in Brooklyn, but he is relatively 
young and his time will come. For now, Mr. Hynes 
deserves reelection both in terms of hakoras hatov 
for what he has done for Brooklyn and the Jewish 
community, and for the experience and accumulated 
wisdom he will bring to the next four years as Brook-
lyn’s chief prosecutor. 
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Candle Lighting Times In North America 
    November 01 and November 08, 2013
Atlanta 6:26, 5:20
Baltimore 5:46,  4:39
Boston 5:19,  4:10
Buffalo 5:49, 4:41
Chicago 5:24,  4:16
Cincinnati 6:18, 5:11
Cleveland 6:03,  4:55
Dallas 6:17,  5:12
Denver 5:39,  4:32
Detroit 6:07,  4:58

Hartford 5:26, 4:18
Houston 6:16,  5:11
Kansas City 5:59,  4:51
Los Angeles 5:41,  4:35
Memphis 5:47,  4:41
Miami Beach 6:20,  5:16
Milwaukee 5:25,  4:16
Montréal 5:23,  4:13
Newark 5:34,  4:26
Philadelphia 5:40, 4:32

Phoenix 5:18,  5:12
Pittsburgh 5:58,  4:50
San Diego 5:39,  4:33
San Francisco 5:52,  4:45
Seattle 5:33, 4:23
St. Louis 5:42,  4:35
St. Paul 5:42,  4:33
Toronto 5:50, 4:41
Washington 5:49, 4:42
Winnipeg 5:47, 4:36

  All times courtesy of myzmanim.com / 516-796-2646
FIND YOUR LOCAL ZMANIM AT 

WWW.MYZMANIM.COM
-- THE WORLDWIDE ZMANIM DATABASE

www.berkbank.com
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Paul (Moshe) Reichmann, A”H
The Jewish Press joins Klal Yisrael in mourn-

ing the passing of Paul (Moshe) Reichmann, who 
emerged in the 1980s as the era’s foremost patron of 
yeshivas and Orthodox organizations in Israel, Can-
ada and the United States.

Mr. Reichmann headed the multi-billion dollar 
Olympia & York real estate enterprise which, until 

suffering economic setbacks in the early 1990s, was 
one of the major commercial landlords in New York 
City. He was equally renowned for his commitment 
to the Jewish people, personal integrity, self-effac-
ing demeanor, modest lifestyle and unswerving fe-
alty to Jewish religious law. 

May his memory be a blessing. 
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Vol. LXIX No. 5   •   February 2, 2018   •  17 Shevat, 5778

(Next Week’s Luach on page 36)

For Subscription Information
Please See Page 14

Continued on p.81

Continued on p.81

E-mail your thoughts to letters@jewishpress.com. 
Letters chosen for publication may, at the editor’s discretion, be shortened and/or edited.

Candle Lighting Times In North America
January 02 and January 09, 2026

Atlanta  5:22,  5:28
Baltimore  4:36,  4:43
Boston  4:05,  4:12
Buffalo  4:34,  4:41
Chicago  4:11,  4:18
Cincinnati  5:08,  5:15
Cleveland  4:50,  4:57
Dallas  5:14,  5:20
Denver  4:29,  4:35
Detroit  4:53,  5:00

Hartford  4:13,  4:20
Houston  5:16,  5:21
Kansas City  4:49,  4:55
Los Angeles  4:37,  4:43
Memphis  4:42,  4:47
Miami Beach  5:23,  5:28
Milwaukee  4:10,  4:17
Montréal  4:04,  4:12
Newark  4:22,  4:29
Philadelphia  4:29,  4:35

Phoenix  5:14,  5:20
Pittsburgh  4:47,  4:53
San Diego  4:36,  4:42
San Francisco  4:44,  4:50
Seattle  4:11,  4:19
St. Louis  4:33,  4:39
St. Paul  4:24,  4:32
Toronto  4:34,  4:41
Washington  4:39,  4:46
Winnipeg  4:21,  4:29

  All times courtesy of myzmanim.com / 516-796-2646

FIND YOUR LOCAL ZMANIM AT
WWW.MYZMANIM.COM

-- THE WORLDWIDE ZMANIM DATABASE

Mamdani and Da Costa’s Resignation
NYC’s incoming socialist mayor, Zohran Mam-

dani, triggered a flurry of speculation as to why he 
so quickly accepted the resignation of Catherine Al-
monte Da Costa within hours of appointing her as his 
director of appointments. In that role, she would have 
been responsible for identifying and recruiting true 
believers in his agenda to serve in his administration.

However, as has been widely reported, she offered 
her resignation soon after some of her social media 
posts from 2011 and 2012 containing antisemitic com-
ments were brought to public attention by the ADL 

– and Mamdani promptly took it.
Yet this was a classic case for him not to have done 

so. The comments were made when Da Costa was in 
her late teens, and she has insisted that they do not 
reflect who she is now. To be sure, though her com-
ments did include such references as “money-hungry 
Jews,” “working alongside these rich Jewish peeps,” 
and the “Far Rockaway train is the Jew train.”

She was a natural for the role of Mamdani’s per-
sonnel gatekeeper given her teenage woke proclivities 

Continued on p.107

A Pre-State Religious Zion-
ist Icon in America

I was deeply touched by Rabbi 
Aaron I. Reichel’s narration of the 
life of his eminent grandfather, 
Rabbi Dr. Herbert S. Goldstein, in 
his opinion piece, “A Model of Pre-
State American Zionism” (Dec, 26, 
2025). Espousing Torah values and 
a religious way of life as a sine qua 
non to the Zionist dream, Rabbi 
Goldstein effectively mounted a 
strong resistance to the prevailing 
views of Zionism in the first half 
of the twentieth century wherein 
secularity took precedence over re-
ligion.

Responding to the currents of 
those times, his grandfather pre-
sciently transformed his shul, lat-
er known as the West Side Insti-

tutional Synagogue, into a major 
center for Jewish life. He did so by 
bringing in a multitude of athletic, 
social, and literacy “clubs,” which 
drew large numbers of Jews to 
his shul and prevented them from 
slipping into the perilous anonym-
ity of secular life. In essence, the 
shul served as the greatest weapon 
against the forces of assimilation 
that washed over much of Ameri-
can Jewry at that time, while im-
buing community members with 
a Zionist zeal that had so remark-
ably shaped the lives of his illustri-
ous grandfather and his children.

I can relate. My mother was a 
lifelong friend of Herman Wouk, 
whom she came to know as a fel-
low camper up in Milton, Vermont 
in the late 1920s. According to my 

mother’s account, the camp direc-
tor, Sam Borowsky, who served as 
president of the Borough Park Zi-
onist Organization, instilled in the 
campers both religion and Zionism 
as inextricably tied. Herman Wouk 
was a great admirer of Rabbi Gold-
stein, principally because he was 
able to so persuasively infuse Zion-
ism, religion, and a balanced form 
of secularism into all those who 
came within his orbit. Rabbi Re-
ichel’s illuminating op-ed captures 
the passion of his grandfather’s un-
flagging commitment to Zionism – 
including enduring a long and dif-
ficult nautical voyage in the 1950s 
which he made into a yearly occur-
rence – which enabled him to serve 

- Allen L. Rothenberg, Esq.
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as a role model both during his time and 
for generations later. 

Commitment and zeal never fade 
with time. And neither will the name 
“Rabbi Herbert S. Goldstein.”

Amy Neustein, Ph.D.
Fort Lee, N.J.

The writer is the author/editor of 16 
academic books and is currently work-
ing on her parents’ memoir.

Public Shiva Provides Su-
preme Mitzvah Opportunity

I appreciate, admire, and support 
virtually everything Rabbi Rothwachs 
wrote in his initial article on the private 
shiva (“A Private Shiva? Comforting a 
Subject, Not Handling an Object,” Oct. 
31, 2025) and in his well-thought-out re-
sponse (Dec. 12, 2025) to what I wrote 
(“The Many Benefits of a Public Shiva,” 
Nov. 21, 2025), as well as the gracious 
tone of his response.

It respectfully seems to me that all 
the objectives served by the “private” 
shiva, and all the concerns raised by 
Rabbi Rothwachs so eloquently and 
movingly, are actually addressed and 
resolved within the framework of the 
public shiva as observed by adhering 
to the letter and spirit of Jewish laws 
and customs; this was noted by Rabbi 
Rothwachs himself in his original arti-
cle, in my response, and in his follow-up 
reply to my response.

Just one more point: Although the 
primary purpose of the shiva may in-
deed be to satisfy the needs of each in-
dividual mourner, as noted by Rabbi 
Rothwachs, the act of nichum aveilim 

(consoling mourners) is widely consid-
ered to be not only a mitzvah in itself, 
but also one of the greatest mitzvot of 
all. It derives from the idea of chesed and 
emulating G-d, who comforted Yitzchak 
after his father passed away (Sota 14a). 
Rabbeinu Yonah actually stated, to-
ward the beginning of the third chapter, 
that comforting mourners is a Biblical 
obligation of doing chesed (although 
Rambam writes that the obligation is 
rabbinic (Hilchos Avel, Chapter 14)). 

Either way, a private shiva disen-
franchises all Jews who know or care to 
console the mourner – except perhaps 
a select few – from observing this mitz-
vah. And unlike most mitzvot, this one 
is considered not just adhering to the 
word of G-d, but actually emulating the 
example set by G-d.

Nevertheless, I agree that the main 
objective is to satisfy the needs of each 
individual mourner. I simply believe 
that the legitimate concerns raised by 
Rabbi Rothwachs about the feelings of 
the mourner – which of course are pri-
mary – are adequately addressed with-
in the framework of the public shiva, 
especially with all the accommodations 
discussed by Rabbi Rothwachs and by 
me.

Rabbi Aaron I. Reichel, Esq.
Kew Gardens, N.Y.

Mamdani’s Fake-Friendly 
Chanukah Video

I would like to comment regarding 
your recent incisive article by Stephen 
Flatow entitled “Mandy Patinkin’s Cha-
nukah Cameo: A Cover for Mamdani’s 

Record?” (Dec. 26). 
A few weeks ago, I wrote a letter to 

The Jewish Press in response to Presi-
dent Trump’s meeting with Mamdani 
at the Oval Office in which he failed to 
lecture Mamdani on his anti-Israel and 
antisemitic views. I proposed that our 
Orthodox rabbinic leaders should  in-
stead be the ones to meet with Mamdani 
and to fill that void within our Orthodox 
Jewish community that is desperately 
needed.

Unfortunately, since then I have not 
read of any rabbi representing our main-
stream Orthodox rabbinic institutions 
such as the Orthodox Union, Agudath 
Israel, National Council of Young Israel, 
Yeshiva University, Touro University, 
etc., meeting with Mamdani to address 
concerns regarding our community. In-
stead, Mamdani recently met with a 
delegation of rabbis representing the 
Conservative and Reform branches of 
Judaism that would be more favorable 
to his overall policies and worldviews. 
However, interestingly, one of the Re-
form rabbis from the Stephen Wise Free 
Synagogue, namely Ammiel Hirsch, left 
that meeting even more disillusioned 
than before, convinced that Mamdani’s 
strong ideological, jihadist convictions 
will not bode well for many NYC Jewish 
residents.

In order to help counteract the 
Rabbi Hirsch’s post-meeting negative 
report, Mamdani then chose a safer 
Jewish venue to help endear himself 
to his Jewish constituents. Namely, he 
posted a warm, cuddly Chanukah me-
norah-lighting video with a non-rabbin-

ic, well-known Jewish celebrity, Mandy 
Patinkin. He not only lit the Chanukah 
candles while Patinkin recited the be-
rachos, but also was seen wearing an 
apron and making potato latkes along 
with Patinkin. In the video, Patinkin, 
sporting a long white beard, actually 
looks and sounds very rabbinic (though 
without his head covered). (Many years 
ago, he appeared in a movie entitled 
Yentl along with Barbra Streisand, in 
which he portrayed a yeshiva student.) 
This also proved to be a safe choice by 
Mamdani because Patinkin had recent-
ly been interviewed blaming Netanya-
hu for all the antisemitism in the world 
rather than Hamas, due to how Israel 
reacted to October 7. I assume this in-
terview alone endeared Patinkin to 
Mamdani.

I do hope, like Mr. Flatow, that our 
Jewish leaders will not be fooled by this 
video to think that it will at all foretell 
a warm embrace and support by Mam-
dani of his Jewish constituents.

I plead with all our Jewish leaders 
to pay attention and not remain com-
placent or believe that what occurred re-
cently on Chanukah in Australia cannot 
occur here, as we may be facing a very 
dangerous situation here in New York 
City as well. All our Orthodox Jewish 
leaders must very strongly and unequiv-
ocally present their issues and concerns 
on behalf of our entire community di-
rectly to our new mayor as soon as pos-
sible to hopefully avert any new catastro-
phe. The time to act on this is now!

Josh Rosenthal
Queens, N.Y.

and subsequent series of jobs in the woke social work 
and nonprofit worlds embraced by Mamdani.

And, not to put too fine a point on it, she is also 
married to a deputy N.Y. comptroller who identifies as 
Jewish and has children with him whom she identifies 
as Jewish.

So, more than in most other circumstances, Mam-
dani had some cogent reasons for not letting her leave 
his administration without a fuss. Why, then, did he 
go along so easily and, in the process, disappoint, and 
perhaps alienate, a big part of his base? Some have 
suggested an overarching need to disabuse the pub-

lic perception that he harbors a deeply ingrained an-
tisemitism.

Others see a desire to show the world that he is 
pragmatic and fully capable of moving his political 
center of gravity.

Thus, throughout his campaign, Mamdani was 
characterized as a “turbocharged” version of the city’s 
previous progressive leaders, with a victory speech of-
ten described as “laced with identity politics” and “re-
sentment.” However, to some, the Da Costa incident 
demonstrates a burgeoning practical strain.

Thus, they say, by moving swiftly to distance him-

self from antisemitic rhetoric, Mamdani is not only at-
tempting to soothe the 58% of Jewish voters who sup-
ported his opponent, Andrew Cuomo, but also that he 
is prepared to govern from the center.

But we rather think that Mamdani was up to 
something else as well. Plainly, he now has some 
measure of deniability as to claims of antisemi-
tism. Yet we remain persuaded that he is still 
committed to a reinvention of New York in an Is-
lamic image. So he is positioned to argue that he is 
moved by principle and not old-style anti-Jewish 
bias.

We are hoping against hope that President Trump’s 
fulsome statement of support for Israel in any confron-
tation with Iran, following his meeting with Prime 
Minister Netanyahu this past Monday, will convince 
Hamas that the clock has finally run on their rope-
a-dope sham to avoid voluntarily laying down their 
weapons.

In recent weeks, statements from their leaders 
have been making it painfully clear that they are du-
plicitously using the current truce period of relative 
calm as cover to rebuild their shattered military. In 
fact, Hamas has deftly turned that disarmament – 
which was supposed to be a prerequisite – into a ne-

gotiating point.
The Trump plan for Gaza was premised on the 

notion that Gaza must become a deradicalized, ter-
ror-free zone. Yet Hamas officials have recently de-
clared disarmament a “red line,” falsely claiming that 
it was never part of the original negotiations.

So we seem to be close to reading the tea leaves and 
acknowledging that voluntarism is a non-starter with 
that crowd and there is now a strategic necessity for 
taking action against Hamas before the cost of doing 
so grows exponentially. Indeed, its principal patron, 
Iran, is now proclaiming a massive rebuilding effort, 
but that only acknowledges that it is currently in a his-

toric moment of weakness.
Plainly, the significant June 1, 2025, Israeli 

“Operation Rising Lion” against Iranian nucle-
ar and military infrastructure has made the ar-
gument for taking military action now a virtu-
al no-brainer. Following the June conflict, Iran 
emerged strategically paralyzed with its own mil-
itary capacity – and that of Hamas and Hezbollah 
– at greater risk from Israeli military action than 
at any time in memory.

We wish it weren’t so, but all indications are that 
the time to act is now, and that President Trump and 
Prime Minister Netanyahu get it.

Time to Take No for Their Answer: Hamas Will Never Voluntarily Disarm
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