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For generations, Yidden have relied
on the power of Reb Meir's promise.
Saying Eloka D'Meir Aneini while
giving tzedakah has helped recover
what they thought was gone.

o

Ben Ish Chai:

“Reb Meir Baal Hamess, £t

= the zechus of his shorash
haneshama profects the world
even after his passing, just as
it protected in his lifetine,

1t"s no wonder that in all
Jewish communities it
became the custom to make
a neder im his zechas,”
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Lost something?
Give something.

rebmeir.org
718.243.2495

YOSEF
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physical comforts, Egypt is no place for
the Jews.

This is Yosef’s greatness. From time
immemorial, Jews felt for Eretz Yisrael
when it was tough for them in exile. When
they were in trouble, being persecuted,
attacked and killed. The greater the an-
tisemitism, the greater the emotions to-
wards Zion.

However, true love and connection to
Eretz Yisrael is constant and eternal, even
when the situation in the Diaspora is
flourishing and Jews lack nothing.

Yosef brought the Jewish people to
Egypt to survive the years of famine. Yet he
knew he had to warn them of the dangers
of staying.

Sometimes, there is no choice and Jews
stay in their home countries for various
reasons, but in truth, every Jew should be
aspiring to live in Eretz Yisrael. Every Jew
should remember that his or her aim—and
the aim of their family—is to reach the
Promised Land.

Even when the economic situation is
booming elsewhere, Eretz Yisrael is always
more important, better, and more appro-
priate for the Jewish people. B

Rabbi Yosef Zvi Rimon is the Nasi of World
Mizrachi. He serves as the Chief Rabbi of Gush
Etzion, Rosh Yeshiva of the Jerusalem College of
Technology and is the Founder and Chairman of
Sulamot and La’Ofek. He is a member of Mizrachi’s
Speakers Bureau (Mizrachi.org/speakers).

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Rabbi Dr. Herbert S.
Goldstein

Dear Editor,

I was deeply touched by Rabbi Aaron
I. Reichel’s narration of the life of his
eminent grandfather, Rabbi Dr. Her-
bert S. Goldstein, in his opinion piece,
“In Defense of Rabbi Herbert Gold-
stein: The Changing View of Zionism”
(December 22, 2025). Espousing To-
rah values and a religious way of life as
sine qua non to the Zionist dream, Rabbi
Goldstein effectively mounted a strong
resistance to the prevailing views of Zi-
onism in the first half of the 20th Centu-
ry wherein secularity took precedence
over religion.

Responding to the currents of those
times, his grandfather presciently
transformed his shul, later known as the
West Side Institutional Synagogue, into
a major center for Jewish life by bring-
ing in a multitude of athletic, social, and
literacy clubs, which drew large num-
bers of Jews, preventing them from slip-
ping into the perilous anonymity of sec-
ular life. In essence, the shul served as
the greatest weapon against the forces
of assimilation while imbuing commu-
nity members with a Zionist zeal that
so remarkably shaped the career path
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and personal choices of his illustrious
grandfather and his children.

I can relate. My mother was a life-
long friend of Herman Wouk, who
she came to know as a fellow camper
in Milton, Vermont in the late 1920s.
According to my mother’s account, the
camp director, Sam Borowsky, who
served as president of the Borough
Park Zionist Organization, instilled
in the campers both religion and Zi-
onism as inextricably tied. Herman
Wouk was a great admirer of Rabbi
Goldstein, principally because he was
able to infuse Zionism, religion, and a
balanced form of secularism among all
those who came within his orbit. Rab-
bi Reichel’s illuminating op-ed cap-
tures the passion of his grandfather’s
unflagging commitment to Zionism,
enduring a long and difficult nautical
voyage [to Israel] in the 1950s, which
he made yearly, and which enabled
him to serve as a role model during

his lifetime and for generations after.
Commitment and zeal never fade with
time. And neither will the name “Rab-
bi Herbert S. Goldstein.”
Amy Neustein, Ph.D.
Fort Lee, New Jersey

Real Danger

Dear Editor,

There have been many complaints
lately about the antisemitism on the
Right Wing of American politics. Spe-
cifically, Tucker Carlson, Nick Fuen-
tes, and Candace Owens. Let’s stay
focused on the real problem, which is
Mamdani and his staff. There is more
antisemitism there than in the whole
Right Wing combined and it is more
consequential. The danger is from
those who chant “From the River to
the Sea” and “Globalize the Intifada.”
Mamdani has been tolerant of them
and when in power can allow them to
take action. We must pressure him to

protect us properly.
Hashem Yishmor.
Anonymous

Remember
that article?

Visit our archive section

and find any issue of the
9 Towns Jewish Times
onfing @
Www.aTJT.com

FEATURES

Bagel Store

Larry Gordon 4
Classified Ads 86
Community News

Around The Five Towns 76
Around The World 62
Political Roundup 68
Dating Forum

Baila Sebrow 79
First Responder

R’ Dr. Dovid Fox 44
Giving Table

Naomi Ross 64
Health Section 63
Insights on the Torah

R Moshe Taragin 49
R’ Judah Mischel 56
R’ Moshe Hauer, zt'l 58
R’ Reuven Taragin 59
Jewish History

Nosson Wiggins 61
Letters to the Editor 12
Luach/Calendar 40
Mensch on a Mission

Anthony D’Esposito 21
Mindbiz

Esther Mann 45
News from the Hills

Chanita Teitz 98
Puzzle

Yoni Glatt 54
Real Estate

Anessa V. Cohen 34
Talk to Tamara

Tamara Gestetner 82
Teen Scene 47

Look for the
next issue of

the 31JT on

newsstands
sday,
anuary §




